GREAT INVENTORS

Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin was known as an inventor, writer, statesman and revolutionary.  His efforts and ideas helped shape the creation of America and many of his inventions are still used today.  


Ben Franklin was a man of many talents.  Not only did he sign the Declaration of Independence, but he operated a newspaper during the Revolutionary War to let people know the truth about the British oppression.  He also created many useful inventions such as bifocals, the pedometer, and the lightening rod.  


The most famous story about Benjamin Franklin was that he flew a kite during a thunderstorm and attached a metal key to the kite.  When lightening struck the kite, the metal key conducted the electrical current and shocked Franklin.  He thus proved that lightening was electricity and used that information to invent the lightening rod.

He was most noted for his ability to encourage people to work together for a common good.  He created the first “think tank” or place where mathematicians, philosophers, scientists, and artists could discuss great ideas and ways to make their community better. 

Perhaps the most interesting invention of Benjamin Franklin was the political cartoon.  He published these in his newspaper in the months before the Declaration of Independence.  They helped persuade people to rebel against the British control.  Political cartoons are still used by newspapers, news magazines, and on the internet today to express political opinions. At that time many American colonists could not read, but they could understand the cartoons, and revolt against British control.

ACTIVITIES

1.  Choose 3 partners.  Create a think tank.  Discuss a world problem and tell the class how you would solve the problem.

2.  Choose one issue in the news, and draw a political cartoon that shows your opinion of that issue.
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