ROBERT E. LEE

COMMANDING GENERAL OF THE CONFEDERACY


General Robert E. Lee was a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.  He had been a classmate of many northern generals that he fought against in the Civil War.  He owned a plantation in Virginia and owned slaves.  His Virginia home actually still remains on the hill above Arlington Cemetary, and is the site of John F. Kennedy’s grave.  


Lee was a brilliant and well respected military strategist.  He also was a very ethical man, and after his defeat and surrender at Appomatax in 1965, was appointed the President of Washington College.  He supported President Johnson’s plan for reconstruction, which did not make him popular with other southerners. 


He argued publicly with Jefferson Davis (ex president of the confederacy) that blacks were as intelligent as whites, and that they should be the same rights as all Americans.


This was not a popular idea in the south at that time.  He was very supportive of president Johnson’s government, but he was never officially pardoned for his part in the war and his citizenship restored until until President Ford pardoned him in 1975.  He had actually applied for amnesty in 1967 but it was never granted.  His act of applying for amnesty did in fact encourage others to do so, and he believed that this would help to heal the division of the nation.


Lee became an academic leader even though he was never pardoned, or granted amnesty.  He is credited with helping to “heal” the south after the Civil War.

