WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART


Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a great composer.  A composer is someone who writes music.  Mozart started playing the harpsichord when he was three years old.  The harpsichord is like a piano, but the strings are plucked, not hit with a hammer like a piano.  Mozart started to compose music when he was only five years old.  When Mozart was six, he gave concerts.  If the people didn’t listen, he would stop playing and start to cry.


Mozart was born in Austria in 1756.  His father wrote music and played the violin.  He taught Mozart almost everything he knew about music, including how to play the violin.  Everyone liked Mozart.  He was a happy boy with a lot of talent.


When Mozart was fourteen, he became a concertmaster.  A concertmaster is the person who leads the violin section in an orchestra.  A concertmaster is also an assistant to the conductor.  The conductor is the person who leads the entire orchestra.


Mozart continued to write, teach, and perform music, but he didn’t make very much money.  He ended up very poor.


One day a stranger asked Mozart to write a requiem.  A requiem is a type of music played for a funeral.  Mozart was not feeling well at the time, but he began writing the requiem.  Some say he may have been thinking about his own death at the time.


Mozart worked so hard on this piece of music that he grew weaker and weaker.  He became very ill, and he died before the requiem was finished.  Because he had no money, Mozart was buried in an unmarked, poor person’s grave.  However, today Mozart is remembered as one of the most famous composers in the world.

READING COMPREHENSION

1. Underline the cause, and circle the effect.


A.  When people didn’t listen to him play the piano, Mozart 
started to cry.


B.  His father played the violin.  He taught Mozart how to play it 
too.


C.  Mozart became a concertmaster. He wasn’t paid well.


D. Mozart was a happy boy. People liked him.

2.  Crossword Puzzle
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	ACROSS

	1
	 
	The person who taught Mozart about music 

	5
	 
	A person who writes music 

	6
	 
	How old Mozart was when he started writing music 


	
	 
	DOWN
2
 
Where Mozart was born
3
 
A type of music played at a funeral 
4
 
Wolfgang Amadeus 



(Note: For a fee, you can use Crossword Weaver to print a nice copy of this puzzle (one that doesn't look like a web page). You can check it out for free by downloading the demo from www.CrosswordWeaver.com.)
3. Number the events in the order that they happened.


A.___Mozart became very weak.


B.___His father taught him everything he knew about music.


C.___If the people wouldn’t listen, Mozart would start to cry.


D.___Mozart became a concertmaster.

