AESOP

A GREEK STORYTELLER


Aesop was a famous storyteller.  He was born in Greece about 620 B.C.  Not a lot is known about Aesop.  Some people say he was an ugly man who was very smart.  Aesop liked telling stories that shared lessons about life.  His stories used animals instead of people.  This kind of tale is called a fable.


Aesop was born a slave.  Two masters owned him.  His second master let Aesop go because he thought Aesop was so smart.  Aesop became well known for his stories.  His stories were passed from person to person.  They were not written down until 200 years after his death.


Because he liked to travel, Aesop lived in a lot of different places.  For a while he lived in Sardis.  Sardis was the capital city of Lydia, which was ruled by a famous king.  This king liked learning and had a lot of friends.  Aesop ended up working for the king.  During this time, Aesop was given money to give to the people of Delphi.  Aesop felt the people were not honest, so he refused to give them the money.  Because of this, the people of Delphi pushed him over a cliff to his death.


During his lifetime, Aesop created 655 fables.  Many of these fables are still well known today.  One of his most famous tales is “The Tortoise and the Hare.”

READING COMPREHENSION

1. Write T for true or F for false in the blank next to each sentence.


A.___Aesop was a king.


B.___A fable is a story about life using animals instead of 
people.


C.___Aesop refused to give the people their money.


D.___Aesop was a nice looking man who wasn’t very smart.

2.  Fill in the blank with the right word from the story.


A.  Aesop traveled to a lot of different places, including 
___________.


B.  His second master let Aesop go because he thought Aesop 
was _____________.


C. Aesop’s stories were not written down until 
____________ 
years after his death.


D. Aesop was born in ____________in the 
year 
_______________.

3.  Match the sentence with the correct answer from this list.


cliff

honest
Sardis
lessons


A.  One of the places Aesop lived was ____________.


B.  Aesop liked telling stories about life_____________.


C. The people pushed Aesop over a ________________.


D.  Aesop felt the people were not ________________.

4.  Bonus Word Play


Unscramble the following word:


S O A P E


_________________________

