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WHERE BUBBLE GUM 

CAME FROM


Walter Diemer was 23 years old when he invented bubble gum.  Diemer was an accountant for a gum company called Fleer.  When he wasn’t keeping track of money, he was experimenting with gum.  One of his experiments resulted in something different.  It was gum that was chewy but not as sticky as regular gum.  It was perfect for blowing bubbles.


Bubble gum is made from chicle, the rubbery sap from the bark of a tree found in Central America.  Today gum base is made from pine tree resin.  Or it can be made from petroleum.  The gum base is mixed with sugar, artificial color, artificial flavors, and other ingredients.
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To blow a good bubble, chew the bubble gum until it is soft or until it no longer tastes sweet.  Flatten the gum between your tongue and front teeth.  Then use your tongue to push the gum out of your mouth.  Blow slowly until the bubble forms.


Unfortunately, sugar-free gum is not good for making big bubbles. 

READING COMPREHENSION

1.  Write T for true or F  for false in the blank next to each sentence.


A. ___ The first gum base was made from the fruit of a tree.


B. ___ Today gum base is made from pine tree resin.


C. ___ Walter Diemer invented bubble gum.


D. ___ Sugar-free gum is good for blowing bubbles.

2.  Fill in the blank with the right word from the story.


A. Walter Diemer was _______ years old when he invented bubble gum.


B. Diemer worked for a company called  _________________.


C. The gum base is mixed with  _______________ flavoring.

3.  Match the sentence with the correct answer from the list.


Word List:  chicle

petroleum

money
soft


A. To blow a good bubble, chew on the gum until it is ______.

B. The first gum was made from  ______________.


C. Bubble gum is not as ____________ as regular gum.

4.  Bonus Word Play


Synonyms are words that have the same or almost the same meaning.  
Find the synonym in the story for each of the following words:


gooey __________________________


wished _________________________


created _________________________

