WHERE THE SANDWICH CAME FROM


[image: image1.wmf]
In the early 1700s, a man named John Montagu was the Fourth Earl of Sandwich.  An earl is like a duke or a baron.  It is a position of wealth and importance.

John Montagu liked to play cards.  In fact, he played cards all the time.  Because he played so often, he often got hungry during a game.  However, Montagu didn’t know what to do about it.  He could not eat a meal with both hands when one hand was holding cards.
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One day he got hungry in the middle of a card game.  The earl ordered his servants to put a slice of meat between two pieces of bread.  He bit into this meal and liked it so much he asked for it every time he played cards.  Other people saw what Montagu was eating, and they thought his idea was a good one.  When they got hungry, they asked for the same thing.
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The sandwich became popular in the United States in the early 1800s.  Americans learned how to make sandwiches when Elizabeth Leslie put the recipe in her cookbook.  In the 1900s sliced bread was invented.  Since then, sandwich has become a household word.
[image: image4.wmf]
Today billions of people eat sandwiches.  They eat peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, tuna fish sandwiches, and egg salad sandwiches.  There are pastrami sandwiches, club sandwiches, and finger sandwiches.  But John Montagu, the Fourth Earl of Sandwich, will always be remembered for biting into that first handheld meal. 
READING COMPREHENSION

1.  Underline the cause, and circle the effect.
A.  John Montagu could not eat with both hands.  So he ordered a meal he 

      could eat with one hand.

B.  Other people ordered sandwiches because they were hungry too.


C.  Elizabeth Leslie put the sandwich recipe in a cookbook.  Americans 

      learned how to make them.

D.  Sliced bread was invented.  The sandwich became even more popular.
2.  Number the events in the order that they happened.

A.  ___ Billions of people eat sandwiches.


B.  ___ One of Montagu’s hands was always holding cards.


C.  ___ John Montagu liked playing cards.


D.  ___ Americans started eating sandwiches in the early 1800s. 
3.  Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words.
A.  Elizabeth Leslie put the ____________________ for a sandwich in a 

      cookbook.
B.  The _______________ is what John Montagu invented.

C.  John Montagu was the _____________ Earl of Sandwich.

D.  When sliced ______________ was invented, the sandwich became more 

      popular.

Word Play

What do you think this saying means:  “The best thing since sliced bread” ?
